UCH Community Needs Assessment Annual Update 2026

A Community Needs Assessment of Bennington County was conducted for United Children’s

Services by Crescendo Consulting Group in 2024. This annual update was compiled by

Stephanie Light in the UCS Early Childhood Services Division, satisfying Head Start Program

Performance Standard 1302.11, Determining community strengths, needs, and resources.

SUMMARY

The number of households with children and the birth rate in Bennington County remain
relatively steady following a post-Covid decline in the birth rate and a big dip in 2023.
There is still a demand for infant-toddler slots across the county, and a reduction in
preschool enrollment. There are 47 fewer total child care slots for 6 weeks to 5 years old
in Bennington County since 2022 between child care closures and openings, as well as
changes in scope and reduced preschool slots.

Southwest Vermont Supervisory Union (SVSU) is once again reporting the highest rate
of homeless students in the last five years, up 19.64% since 2020. Additionally, Vermont
continues to reduce motel voucher availability over the last couple of years, displacing
many families, including 42 children in April of 2026 alone. Housing and shelter was by
far the most common reason for calls to the Vermont 211 line.

There has been a 14.65% reduction in households with children headed by single
parents over a two year period. This may impact Head Start eligibility if increasing
households have dual incomes. Another potential impact to eligibility is the 21.23%
reduction of children in DCF custody across the state in the last five years. 20.37% of
Bennington County children are recipients of 3squaresVT, providing a significant
pathway to eligibility. However, there has been a 38.04% decrease in the number of
individuals receiving food benefits in Vermont since 2013, and a 23.64% decrease in the
average monthly benefit per individual in Vermont in the last four years, so previously
eligible families may no longer qualify, and will likely face increased food insecurity.
Early Intervention is serving a greater number of total children, but fewer with diagnosed
or suspected autism over the last five years. This is a contrast to the Program
Coordinator’s observation of overall increasing rates and may be due to poor tracking.
This is also a contrast to the increasing demand of ABA services at Bennington County
Head Start, with four children waitlisted. The mental health consultant did not have a

case load this year. Children received services through CYFS and community therapists.
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SOCIAL VULNERABILITY INDEX

Bennington County, Vermont X

2022 National Overall SVI Rank: 0.349
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Passible ranks range from 0O (lowest
vulnerability) to 1 (highest vulnerability).

A rank of 0.349 indicates a low to medium
level of vulnerability.
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POPULATION BY AGE

N

Table: Population Estimates by Age in 20232

Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total
Under Age 5 27,168 4.2% 1,652 4.4%
Under Age 18 114,826 17.7% 7,037 18.9%
Age 18-64 393,936 60.1% 21,410 57.3%
Age 65+ 143,421 22.2% 8,865 23.8%

Table: Population Estimates by Age in 2024°

Count Percent of Total Count Percent of Total
Under Age 5 26,820 4.1% 1,623 4.4%
Under Age 18 112,028 17.3% 6,953 18.7%
Age 18-64 387,980 59.8% 21,228 57.0%
Age 65+ 148,485 22.9% 9,088 24.3%

Median Age of Vermont, 2023: 43.72

Median Age of Bennington County, 2023: 46.6°

Median Age of Vermont, 2024: 43.9?

Median Age of Bennington County, 2024: 46.9°

2Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019-2023 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
3 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



NATIONAL LOW INCOME HOUSING COALITION 2025

Median Household Income $109,300
2 Bedroom Fair Market Rent $1,225

Annual Income Needed to Afford 2 Bedroom FMR $49,000

In Bennington County, Vermont, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is
$1,225. In order to afford this level of rent and utilities - without paying more than 30$ of
income on housing - a household must earn $4,083 monthly or $49,000 annually. Assuming a
40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into:

$ 23.56

Hourly Housing Wage

Work hours per week at minimum wage to afford a 2-bedroom rental (at FMR): 66

Number of full-time jobs at minimum wage to afford a 2-bedroom rental (at FMR): 1.6

4 Source: NLIHC, Out of Reach 2025



FOOD INSECURITY

3SquaresVT
Households, Recipients and Benefits
By Vermont County for March 2026

Children Monthly Allotments
Households Recipients Under 18 Allotments  Percentage
ADDISON COUNTY 1493 2371 653 $449,5624 4%
BENNINGTON COUNTY 2805 4709 1416 $904,840 8%
CALEDONIA COUNTY 2168 3548 1005 $664,950 6%
CHITTENDEN COUNTY 6781 10893 3369 $2,200,185 19%
ESSEX COUNTY 549 887 239 $157,421 1%
FRANKLIN COUNTY 3213 5402 1664 $1,055,188 9%
GRAND ISLE COUNTY 407 756 252 $136,478 1%
LAMOILLE COUNTY 1235 2006 585 $383,506 3%
ORANGE COUNTY 1524 2552 744 $472,081 4%
ORLEANS COUNTY 2287 3704 1060 $704,481 6%
RUTLAND COUNTY 4494 7052 1926 $1,389,604 12%
WASHINGTON COUNTY 3212 4968 1379 $996,012 9%
WINDHAM COUNTY 3421 5348 1438 $1,046,832 9%
WINDSOR COUNTY 3113 4993 1374 $957,703 8%
UNKNOWN COUNTY 66 116 41 $23,109 0%
State Total 36768 59305 17145 $11,541,914 100%

These figures are not fully reconciled with accounting totals.
Prepared by the Economic Services Division
Vermont Dept for Children and Families - 4/16/2026

(%]

BENNINGTON COUNTY FOOD INSECURE POPULATION: 5,090

FOOD INSECURITY RATE ESTIMATED PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY AMONG FOOD INSECURE PEOPLE AVERAGE MEAL COST

OVERALL $4.04
45%  Above SNAP threshold ADDITIONAL MONEY REQUIRED TO
MEET FOOD NEEDS
56% Below SNAP threshold of 185% $ 3,901,000

Click a County to view details

(2]

5 Source: Vermont Department for Children and Families (2026), ESD Benefits Data
8 Source: Feeding America, Map the Meal Gap 2023



3SquaresVT Participation and Benefits

Average Monthly Benefits Issued
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Average Monthly Recipients
Overall Caseload CashOQut Only
State Fiscal Year
(duly 1 -June 30) | | dividuals | Hholds Individuals Hholds Individual
1983 | 51996 | 20282 4902 | 4377
1984 | 51,167 | 20,442 4966 4,455
1985 | 44896 18205 4763 @ 4,319
1986 39,676 16,501 4783 4341
1987 | 36561 | 15523 4,888 4,446
1988 | 34444 14837 5110 @ 4662
1989 | 33805 | 14971 5361 @ 4910
1990 | 36919 16405 5616 @ 5149
1991 45,024 19,591 5,991 5,512
1992 52,420 22,745 6,439 5,959
1993 56,893 24,844 7,079 6,515
1994 58,444 25,658 7,311 6,727
1995 58,191 26,016 7,613 7,011
1996 56,335 25,660 7,854 7,234
1997 53,322 24,669 7,710 7,110
1998 48,913 22,629 7,527 6,964
1998 44,927 21,070 7,353 6,820
2000 41,657 19,928 7,318 6,789
2001 39,066 19,118 7,368 6,848
2002 39,575 19,605 7,432 6,899
2003 40,917 20,317 7,492 6,937
2004 42,233 21,122 7,629 7,069
2005 44,783 22,133 7,826 7,243
2006 46,628 23,185 8,044 7,457
2007 51,766 25,609 8,422 7,825
2008 54,657 27,100 8,752 8,153
2009 66,506 32,679 9,913 9,134
2010 83,846 41,466 11,629 10,583
2011 90,526 45,308 12,742 11,555
2012 95,292 48,480 13,752 12,489
2013 100,156 51,883 14,712 13,362
2014 95,994 50,198 15,320 13,991
2015 86,384 45,430 15,724 14,381
2016 80,852 43,403 15,862 14,568
2017 74,793 41,391 15,776 14,598
2018 74,038 41,264 16,119 14,939
2019 70,335 39,843 16,206 15,060
2020 68,485 39,327 16,326 15,180
2021 68.624 39,364 16,435 15,267
2022 68,274 39,659 16,939 15,735
2023 71,114 41,545 17,762 16,544
2024 67,438 39,936 17,801 16,639
2025 65,109 39,241 17,996 16,894
2026 62,052 38,044 18,020 16,877
*2026 based on benefits issued year-to-date (July 2025 - March 2026).

Per  Per HH
HH | Cashout
Overall  Only
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$126 $44
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$136 $50
$139 $52
$135 $54
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$227 $159
$229 $162
$220 $161
$213 $168
$228 $198
$333 $232
$428 $311
$441 $340
$323 $233
$321 $233
$322 $241

Average
Benefits
Issued

Monthly (total
caseload)

$2,131,927
$2,020,548
$1,715,573
$1,559,783
$1,442,238
$1,393,215
$1,422,877
$1,727,202
$2,324,061
$2,940,827
$3,120,992
$3,362,217
$3,573,608
$3,582,758
$3,459,513
$3,087,319
$2,921,170
$2,690,572
$2,605,542
$2,818,292
$3,050,640
$3,298,661
$3,656,213
$4,034,662
$4,556,785
$4,998,840
$7,199,003
$10,122,412
$11,045,380
$11,623,219
$12,393,720
$11,403,705
$10,403,254
$9,867,338
$9,475,268
$9,063,715
$8.494.163
$8,976,810
$13,119,336
$16,972,694
$18,339,228
$12,917,092
$12,612,303

$12,232,102

Total Benefits
Issued for the

Year (total
caseload)

$25,583,124
$24,246,576
$20,586.876
$18,717,396
$17,306,856
$16,718,580
$17,074,524
$20,726.424
$27,888,732
$35,289,924
$37.451,904
$40,346,604
$42,883.296
$42,993.096
$41,514,156
$37,047.828
$35,054.040
$32,286,864
$31,266,504
$33,819,504
$36,607,680
$39,583,932
$43,874.556
$48,415,944
$54,681.423
$59,986,075
$86,388,039
$121,468,942
$132,544,657
$139,478,623
$148,724,635
$136,844,461
$124,839,048
$118,408,056
$113,514,710
$108,764,580
$101,929,956
$107,721,721
$157,432,037
$203,672,334
$214,709,337
$155,011,964
$151,347,639

$110,088,919

7 Source: Vermont Department for Children and Families (2026), ESD Benefits Data




COMMUNITY NEEDS

Bennington County

Get Connected. Get Help.”

Vermont 211 "Number of acts by Month

Referrals by Type of Need J | FIMm]|A]|M]|[J J A | S|O| N D
January 1, 2026 - December 31, 2026 182 | 163 | 190 | 117

2025| 136 | 108 | 132102 | 85 | 65 | 114 103 108 123 | 119 | 182]

2024| 139 | 106 | 130 | 99 | 104 | 123 | 134 | 177 | 146 | 119 | 127 | 161
Year-to-Date Contacts for County: 652 Number of Referrals
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8 Source: Vermont 211 (May, 2026), Referrals YTD Report



Bennington County

Get Connacted. Get Help.”
Vermont 211 Number of Contacts by Month
Al M JIA]S[O]N][D

Referrals by Type of Need J F M J
January 1, 2026 - December 31, 2026 182 | 163 | 190 | 117
2025| 136 108 132 | 102 85 65 114 103 108 123 119 182
2024]| 139 | 106 | 130 | 99 | 104 | 123 | 134 | 177 | 146 | 119 | 127 | 161
Year-to-Date Contacts for County: 652 | Number of Referrals
[Need Category R":’%"s J|F|m|Aa|[M]|]a|a|la|s|o|[nN]|D
I'NMESUPPURT AND EMPLOYMENT 23 1 8 10 4
Employment 0 0 0 0 0
Public Assistance Programs 18 1 7 6 4
JSocial Insurance Programs 1 0 0 1 0
Temporary Financial Aid 4 0 1 3 0
|NDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY LIFE 12 2 |2| 6|2
Death Certification/Burial Arrangements 0 (4} 0 0 0
Domestic Animal Services 0 0 1 0
|Individual and Family Support Services 10 2 2 4 2
|Leisure Activities o lo|of o
JMutual support 1 o|lol| 1] o0
Isocial Development and Enrichment 0 0 0 0 0
\Volunteer Opportunities and Development 0 0 0 0 0
|MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES 14 2 4| 7|1
Counseling Settings / Approaches 1 1 0 0 0
[Mental Health Care Facilities 0 0 0 0 0
IMenlaI Health Evaluation and Treatment 12 1 3 T 1
IMenlaI Health Support Services 1 o 1 ] o]
Jsutstance Use Disorder services 0 ol o|ofo
|oraNiZATIONALICOMMUNITY SERVICES 108 35 32 25/ 16
Arts and Culture 0 0 0 0 0
Community Economic Development 0 0 0 0 0
Community Facilities / Centers 0 0 0 0 0
Community Groups / Government Offices 5 1 2 1 1
Community Planning and Public Works 0 o 0 o o
Disaster Services 2 1 1 0 0
Donor Services 2 1 1 0 0
Jinformation Services 99 32 28 24 15
Imilitary Services 0 o|lo| o]l o
(Occupational/Professional Associations 0 0 0 0 0
Organizational Development and Management 0 0 0 0 0
Political Organizations and Participation 0 0 0 0 0
Research 0 0 0 0 0
|REFERRALS TO SERVICES NOT IN 211 DATABASE 1 o 1 0 o0
[TOTAL NUMBER OF REFERRALS 734 | 201 184 | 221 128

® Source: Vermont 211 (May, 2026), Referrals YTD Report



YOUTH POPULATION BY AGE

Bennington County Population Under Age 5, 20221

# of % of # of % of # of % of
children | population | children | population | children | population
Bennington 869 2.3% 765 2.0% 319 0.9%
County

Bennington County Population Under Age 5, 2023"

# of % of # of % of # of % of
children | population | children | population | children | population
Bennington 856 2.3% 796 2.1% 274 0.7%
County

Bennington County Population Under Age 5, 20242

# of % of # of % of # of % of
children | population | children | population | children | population
Bennington 828 2.2% 795 2.1% 268 0.7%
County

© Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018-2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
" Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019-2023 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
2 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates




HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION

2022 2023" 2024
Total population 37,326 37,312 37,269
Total households 14,566 14,636 14,987
% With Children 21.1% 20.6% 20.7%
% Headed by Single Parent 27.3% 24.4% 23.3%
(Of Those With Children)

20228 2023° 2024"
# of Grandparents Living with 430 482 457
Grandchildren
# of Grandparents Responsible 316 315 274
for Grandchildren

3 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018-2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
4 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019-2023 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
5 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



RACE, ETHNICITY, AND LANGUAGE

12

Child Population Under Age 5 by Race (Alone) and Ethnicity in Vermont, 2024

Number Percent
White 23,191 87%
Two or More Race Groups 1,213 5%
Asian 713 3%
Black or African American 641 2%
American Indian and Alaskan Native 47 <0.5%
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 3 <0.5%
Hispanic or Latino 986 4%

According to United Children’s Services, as of March 2026, primary languages other than

English fluently spoken by children and their families enrolled in Bennington County Head

Start/Early Head Start during the 2025/2026 school year include Spanish, Dari, Swahili, and

American Sign Language.

'6 Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDSCOUNT Data Center (2024)



DISABILITIES

2022" 2023 2024"

% Children with 13.3% 12.0% 9.4%
Special Health Care
Needs (Age Under 5)

% Children with 6.4% 6.9% 7.5%
Speech or Other
Language Disorder
(Age 3-5)

% Children with 1.1% 2.5% 1.4%
Learning Disability
(Age 3-5)

% of Children with ND 2.9% 1.8%
Autism Spectrum
Disorder (Age 3-5)

% of Children with 1.6% 2.3% 2.4%
ADD or ADHD (Age
3-5)

Developmental Screening Over Time, Overall and by Age

Key Findings Figure 1
Percentage of Children with a Claim for At Least

* Overall, 61% of children
one-to-three years old had One Developmental Screen, by Age, 2015-2023
a medical claim for at least
one developmental
screening in 2023.

100%

74% 74% 75% 74% 74% 73% 74% e=Turried 2 Years Old

69%
. Byzozg, developmental GM% — o 0% 6% Sl
screening percentages 5% ——Turned 1 Year Old

increased to near pre- il 0% ow STF SER SN DR BN muesed3vescsod
COVID-19 pandemic levels. 7% 710': 46% asw 0% a5y 47% 48% 47%
34%
* Two-year-old children had
the highest percentage 0%
(74%) of developmental 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
screening claims, and N
three-year-old children had ,E,!cl_l,g
the lowest. SOURCE: VCHIP analysis of VHCURES extracts #2018Q3, #201904, 202003, #3001, #3005, #3008, #3011

20

7 Source: Child Health Data, 2022 Survey of Children’s Health
'8 Source: Child Health Data, 2023 Survey of Children’s Health
9 Source: Child Health Data, 2024 Survey of Children’s Health
20 Source: VCHIP, Characterizing developmental screening in Vermont, 2015-2023



Disabilities at UCH, 2023-2026 By School Year?'

2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026

Total # of IEPs 40 41 39

Total # of IFSPs 58 46 43

# of Kids Who 7 6 4
Transitioned from
IEP to IFSP

# of Kids on UCS 3 5 6
Children, Youth,
and Family Services
Caseload

# of Kids on UCH 10 5 0
Mental Health
Consultant
Caseload

# of Kids Receiving 6 5 7
LEARN ABA
Services

Bennington County Children’s Integrated Services Early Intervention (El) Program?

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

# of Children 288 302 317 327 340
Ages 0-3
Receiving
Services

# of Children 24 20 16 12 10
Receiving
Services

with ASD

# of Children 30 23 18 10 5
Receiving
Services
Suspected
ASD

2! Source: UCS Early Childhood Services (2026), Mental Health & Disabilities Manager
22 Source: Southern Vermont Healthcare (2026), Program Coordinator of Children’s Integrated Services
Early Intervention
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2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026
Bennington Rutland SU 386 428 429
Southwest Vermont SU 811 798 798

Disability Disability Total People with Percent of Percent of
Population Percent Poverty Disabilities | People with People in
Estimate Estimate in Poverty Disabilities | Poverty with
in Poverty a Disability
6,034 17.5% 4,059 1,279 20% 31.5%

Total Number with Disability Disability Rate
Under 5 194 3.6%
5to 17 738 10.7%
18 to 64 2,383 16.6%
65to 74 1,241 24.4%
75 and over 1,445 42.3%

2 Source: BRSU and SVSU (2026), Directors of Student Services
24 Source: University of Montana Rural Institute (2020-2023), Disability Counts Data Lookup Tool
2 Source: Disability Exchange (2026), Disability Statistics for Bennington County, Vermont




ADULT WORK SCHEDULES

16

Typical Work Schedules for Adults in Bennington County?®

Population Aged 16 to 64

Number of People

Percent of Population

Years Old

Workers Who Worked 11,000 64.5%

Full-Time, Year Round

Weeks Worked
Worked 50 to 52 weeks 12,912 58.2%
Worked 48 to 49 weeks 207 0.9%
Worked 40 to 47 weeks 967 4.4%
Worked 27 to 39 weeks 786 3.5%
Worked 14 to 26 weeks 987 4.5%
Worked 1 to 13 weeks 1,192 5.4%
Did not work 5,125 23.1%

Usual Hours Worked
35 or more hours per week 12,947 58.4%
15 to 34 hours per work 3,162 14.3%
1 to 14 hours per week 942 4.2%
Did not work 5,125 23.1%

Bennington County

Approximate childcare costs for a family with 2 children:

$20,994%

Percentage of median income required to cover childcare costs for 2 children:

19.2%%

% Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
27 Source: Economic Policy Institute, Family Budget Calculator (March 2026)

28 Source: NLIHC, Out of Reach 2025
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PREGNANCY AND BIRTH

2020* 2021%° 2022% 2023%* 2024

Total Births 357 360 369 241 347

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Birth Rate, 7.9 7.3 7.0 6.7 7.2
Bennington
County
Birth Rate, 8.3 8.3 8.2 7.8 7.7
Vermont

2020 2021 2022 2023
Alcohol 11.0% 11.0% 12.4% 11.0%
Marijuana 11.0% 9.8% 10.4% 12.0%
Cigarette 11.0% 10.7% 9.9% 6.0%
Smoking
Other 14.0% 11.8% 13.9% ND
Substances

2 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2016-2020 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
%0 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017-2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
31 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2018-2022 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
%2 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019-2023 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
% Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020-2024 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
34 Source: Vermont Dept. of Health, Vital Statistics Annual Report (2020-2024)

% Source: Building Bright Futures (2026), Vermont’s Early Childhood Data Portal
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Vermont Child Maltreatment Rates Per 1,000%¢
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Children 26.8 24.7 32.5 33.6 30.4
Subject of
Investigated
Report
Total 45 3.3 5.8 5.7 5.4
Founded
Child
Maltreatment
Victims
Bennington District Office Child Safety Interventions®’
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Total Child Safety Interventions 308 381 347 338 276
Investigations 139 165 175 200 150
Assessments 169 216 172 138 126
Outcomes of Interventions
Investigations Substantiated 47 37 26 48 38
Cases Opened for Services 96 118 95 110 74

% Source: Administration for Children and Families, Dept. of Health and Human Services, Child Welfare

Outcomes 2024

% Source: Vermont Dept of Children and Families (2025), Child Protection Bennington



19

Child Protection in Vermont®®

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Children in 1093 1061 1067 921 861
DCF
Custody
Children in 435 469 487 438 290
Conditional
Custody
Families 348 296 197 158 151
Getting
Ongoing
Support

DCF Reports Substantiated by Victim Age and Type of Abuse in Vermont State*®
Victim Percent of | Physical Sexual Risk of Risk of Emotional
Age Cases Abuse Abuse Sexual Harm INeglect
Abuse

<1 6.28% 7 2 0 28 3
1 5.18% 5 3 2 20 3
2 2.83% 3 1 0 12 2
3 4.08% 3 2 2 16 3
4 5.65% 6 6 3 18 3
5 4.87% 7 4 1 17 2

%8 Source: Vermont Dept. of Children and Families, Child Protection in Vermont Report for 2024
% Source: Vermont Dept. of Children and Families, Data Based on Substantiated Reports 2024
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CHILD CARE
[inavicuate n Vermot Serve by Had Stat and Eary Hoaa startrograme® |
FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Birthing 58 38 37 41 42
Individuals
Infants and 686 513 536 508 540
Toddlers
Preschoolers 1,810 746 787 725 709

| Vermont Chidren Without Access o Early Care and Education |

2020 2022 2024 2026

Infants 62% 61% 65% 60%
Toddlers 27% 25% 32% 30%
Preschool Age 29% 31% 39% 31%

40 Source: Building Bright Futures (2026), Vermont’s Early Childhood Data Portal
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Child Care Programs in Bennington County With Change in Total Capacity Since 2022*

for Young Children

Location Total Capacity in Total Capacity in
2022 2026

United Children’s Bennington 86 84
Services of
Bennington County
- North Bennington
Campus
SVSU Early Bennington 36 32
Education Program
at 233 Division St
The Learning Tree Bennington 59 58
Growing Upright at Bennington 20 18
the CDC
Grace Christian Bennington 38 20
School Corporation
United Children’s Pownal 17 23
Services of
Bennington County
- Pownal Campus
Readsboro Readsboro 20 15
Preschool
Arlington Area Arlington 73 74
Child Care
Here Wee Grow Manchester 32 37
Playschool
(Formerly Home
Away From Home
Preschool)
Northshire Day Manchester 96 85
School
Manchester Early Manchester 34 15
Education Program
Lawrence School Dorset 40 36

41 Vermont Dept for Children and Families (2026), Bright Futures Child Care Information System
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Child Care Programs in Bennington County That Have Closed Since 2022

Location Total Capacity
Village School of North Bennington 25
Bennington Daycare
Molly Stark School Child Bennington 35
Care Program
Take Five Manchester 33

New Child Care Programs in Bennington County That Have Opened Since 2022

Location License Date Total Capacity
Curious Kids Bennington 2/23/25 24
Childcare
MPCC River Road Bennington 3/10/24 30
Berkshire Family Bennington 10/5/25 12
YMCA - Bennington
Fiddlehead Farm Manchester 10/22/23 12
and Forest School
Maple Street School Manchester 12/04/22 12
Here Wee Grow Manchester 5/22/22 8
Again

42 Vermont Dept for Children and Families (2026), Bright Futures Child Care Information System
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Point in Time for Vermont, 2024

only children

Emergency | Transitional | Unsheltered Total
Shelter Housing
Total Homeless Persons 3,217 74 167 3,458
Summary of person in each household type
Persons in households 1,936 50 167 2,153
without children
Persons Age 18 to 24 141 10 10 161
Persons Age 25 to 34 304 3 51 358
Persons Age 35 to 44 486 11 59 556
Persons Age 45 to 54 414 11 29 454
Persons Age 55 to 64 412 7 11 430
Persons Over Age 64 179 8 7 194
Persons in households with at 1,281 24 0 1,305
least one adult and one child
Children Under Age 18 726 11 0 737
Persons Age 18 to 24 79 3 0 82
Persons Age 25 to 34 205 5 0 210
Persons Age 35 to 44 207 3 0 210
Persons Age 45 to 54 44 2 0 46
Persons Age 55 to 64 15 0 0 15
Persons Over Age 65 5 0 0 5
Persons in households with 0 0 0 0

43 Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, HUD Exchange, CoC Homeless

Populations and Reports, 2024
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Count of Homeless Children Under Age 18 with Percent of Total Homeless Population*

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

# % # % # % # % # %

Bennington 51 18.8 66 23.7 75 24 84 259 | 114 | 26.6
County

Vermont 360 | 13.9 | 481 173 | 654 | 198 | 737 | 21.3 | 633 | 18.7

Count of Homeless Students in Bennington County*®

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Bennington Rutland SU 30 ND 23 42 32
Southwest Vermont SU 112 104 119 131 134

McKinney-Vento Children Identified in Public Schools for Vermont*®

2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 | 2023-2024 | 2024-2025

Enrolled
Homeless 1,006 1,312 1,620 1,927 1,679
Children/Youth

4 Source: Helping to House VT, State of Homelessness in Vermont Reports, 2021-2025
4 Source: SVSU and BRSU (2026), Homeless Liaisons
4 Source: State of Vermont Agency of Education, Vermont EHCY Program Data 2025




